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About the Speaker

Darren Behner

Started in the industry in 1999, working for small 

commercial firm doing small scale projects. After 2008 I 

spent some time on the manufacture side of BIM with 

Arcadia Inc. In 2015 went back to the Architectural side 

and am currently the IT / BIM Manager for Nelsen Partners 

a large scale mixed use / design firm based in Austin, TX. 

My responsibilities include BIM implementation and training 

for the firm's Architectural design software, including 

AutoCAD, Revit and Navisworks.



About the Co Speaker

Lex Hansen

Has been in the IT industry for about 20 years and 

have experience with system administration, 

programing, networking, and IT management. My 

passions lie in enterprise systems engineering. My job 

at PDQ.com is helping system admins automate 

software installations and third party patch 

management.



PREREQUISITE

HIDDEN SHARES

A must have this is where files are staged and run locally

GROUP POLICY

Not required, however highly recommended depending on your environment.

WOL

Helpful for afterhours and remote access



WHY?



Facts & Numbers

NELSEN PARTNERS

1
ADMINISTRATOR

2
TIME ZONES

102
USERS

20
SOFTWARE PACKAGES

Austin, Texas

Scottsdale, Arizona

50 Users - TX

52 Users - AZ

Revit, AutoCAD, 

Navisworks, InfaWorks, 

Vehicle Tracking, Plug-in’s, 

Bluebeam, Sketchup, 

Cirix, Customization…



How to locate computers needing missing software

• Active Directory Sync

• Collections

• Latest Version 

• Old Version

• Filtering

• Variables

Manuel Automated



•Collection

•Latest Version 

•Active Directory Sync

•Old Version 

Demo

•Inventory Variables

https://autode.sk/2MOMBt6
https://autode.sk/2J3KEbc


How to prepare deployments for an office-wide rollout

• Centralized location

• Naming conventions

• Folder structure

• Know your target

• Push vs Pull

• Variables

• Packages

• Heartbeat

Manuel Automated



Demo
•Push Pull

•Package

•Depoly Variables

•Folder Structure

https://autode.sk/2mMi9a4
https://autode.sk/2ptr2WZ
https://autode.sk/2J4M1GF


How to report what deployments completed

Manuel Automated Input

• Deploy Reports

• Inventory Reports

• Customize

• Auto Reports

• Schedule Email



Demo



How much time was saved

Your time may vary due to network conditions or network environments



Nail it before you Scale it



STAGE D

STAGE C

STAGE B

Stages

STAGE A

PREPARE

Create deployments, 

download MSI’s, Utilize 

switches and XML files.

IDENTIFY

Know who you are deploying 

to before rollout, Group like 

type rolls, Support staff vs 

Production vs Graphic’s.

REPORT

Review where you were 

successful and what was 

missed.

Have a plan to circle back and 

keep everyone together.

EFFICIENCY

The more you utilize the tool 

the more time you recover to 

complete other tasks.

Monitor deploy times vs seat 

time.



Support
AUTODESK LINK

PDQ LINK

https://help.pdq.com/hc/en-us/categories/202839567-Videos-Webcast

https://knowledge.autodesk.com/search-result/caas/sfdcarticles/sfdcarticles/How-to-install-service-packs-

silently.html

https://help.pdq.com/hc/en-us/categories/202839567-Videos-Webcast
https://knowledge.autodesk.com/search-result/caas/sfdcarticles/sfdcarticles/How-to-install-service-packs-silently.html


Bonus Content

SWITCHES

Setup.exe /qn = Default Setup.exe /q = No GUI Use in Link

Setup.exe = Default Setup.exe /quite = No GUI Use in update

Setup.exe /w = wait Use in update

DEPENDENCY'S

Where to find them

Img\3rdParty\x86\VCRedist

Img\3rdParty\x64\VCRedist

INSTALLING WITHOUT DEPENDENCY'S

Where to edit

Img\[Deployment Name].ini

Use a # to comment out line

Heading - PREREQUISITE



Questions



Autodesk and the Autodesk logo are registered trademarks or trademarks of Autodesk, Inc., and/or its subsidiaries and/or affiliates in the USA and/or other countries. All other brand names, product names, or 

trademarks belong to their respective holders. Autodesk reserves the right to alter product and services offerings, and specifications and pricing at any time without notice, and is not responsible for 

typographical or graphical errors that may appear in this document.

© 2019 Autodesk. All rights reserved.

http://www.autodesk.com/creativecommons

