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AnyCAD, AnyTime, AnyWhere, Your Way

AnyCAD is Inventor’s ability to work with data from a variety of sources. AnyCAD

allows you to effectively leverage non-native files and is built into Inventor.

We’ve all been there. Multiple sources of information, various software systems, and everyone needing to

efficiently communicate to complete the project. AnyCAD software provides the medium to use, reuse, and

exchange data of various types and from different sources. In this class, we’ll explore the different types of data

supported by Inventor software and the applications included in the Product Design & Manufacturing Collection.





All this?

• 3rd party files from CATIA, NX, Pro-E/Creo, Rhino, Solid 

Edge, and Solidworks

• Neutral formats IGES, JT, Parasolid, OBJ, SAT, STL, and 

STEP

• IDF

• Autodesk Alias 

• Newer versions of Inventor



Convert vs Reference

• Reference Model maintains the link

• Convert Model converts the model into Inventor parts 

and assemblies



DWG Underlay

Create 3D Inventor parts associative to source 2D geometry 

created in AutoCAD

Use Project DWG Geometry to copy the geometry into the 

sketch.



AutoCAD Documentation

Use AutoCAD's layout tools to generate base views, 

projected views, section views, and detail views of existing 

solid and surface models created with Autodesk Inventor 

Within AutoCAD Mechanical use the Inventor Link feature to 

associatively link an Inventor model to your AutoCAD 

Mechanical drawing, generate 2D drawings, and use ACM’s 

dimensioning and annotation tools to detail the Inventor 

model.





Point Cloud

• Large collection of points

• Derived from raw data… use Recap Pro to convert to 

scan files (RCS)

• Place into Inventor





FUSION 

TEAM Desktop Connector
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