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Learning Objectives

• Learn how to implement Visual Studio Code for AutoLISP.

• Learn how to develop code efficiently with IntelliSense and Code Snippets.

• Learn how to create custom code snippets.

• Learn how to debug AutoLISP code effectively.



Why use VS Code



Benefits of VS Code

• IntelliSense & Snippets
• Keyboard Shortcuts
• Extensions
• Version Control
• Open Source
• It’s the future



Install and use VS Code



Install Wizard

Autodesk makes it easy to start with VS 
Code with their Wizard
• Choose Microsoft Visual Studio Code 

and the AutoCAD AutoLISP Extension
• If VS Code is not installed, you are 

prompted to download and install
• If the AutoCAD AutoLISP Extension is 

not installed, you are prompted to 
download and install



For additional information,
See Handout or Recording



Install Manually

Switching to use Visual Studio Code
• LISPSYS
o0 = VL IDE 
o1 = Compiles Code for 2021 and later
o2 = Compiles Code for 2021 and previous

• Download and Install VS Code:
ohttps://code.visualstudio.com/

• Download and Install AutoLISP Extension
ohttps://marketplace.visualstudio.com/ite

ms?itemName=Autodesk.autolispext

https://code.visualstudio.com/
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=Autodesk.autolispext


For additional information,
See Handout or Recording



IntelliSense & Code Snippets



IntelliSense

• Find functions quickly



Code Snippets

• Insert chunks of code quickly



Structure of a Code Snippet
"iterate active document": 
{
"prefix": "vforActiveDocument",
"body": 

[
"(vlax-for layouts (vla-get-layouts (vla-get-activedocument (vlax-get-acad-object)))",
"\t(vlax-for object (vla-get-block layouts)",
"\t\t${1:(GoDoGood)}",
"\t)",
")"

],
"description": "iterate the active document"

},

Name

Prefix

Body

Description

\t = tab

${#:Prompt}

Each snippet is separated 
by a comma. This is 

omitted for the last snippet



For additional information,
See Handout or Recording



Writing Code



For additional information,
See Handout or Recording



Debugging



Debugging Types

• AutoLISP Debug: Attach

o Attach Process

o Windows: acad

o Mac OS: AutoCAD

• AutoLISP Debug:Launch

o Launch Parameters: /product PLNT3D /language "en-US" /P Plant3D_2021

o Launch Program: C:\Program Files\Autodesk\AutoCAD 2021\acad.exe



For additional information,
See Handout or Recording



Summary



Summary

• LISPSYS

• 1 = Compiling 2021 and later

• 2 = Compiling 2021 and previous

• Use and create Code Snippets

• Embrace the change and help drive the enhancements



Additional Information

• Download the handout and files from the class page

• Or from here: https://tinyurl.com/SD466922

• Which Editor to Use for AutoLISP Development: Notepad to Visual Studio Code

• https://www.amazon.com/AutoCAD-2021-VS-Code-update-

ebook/dp/B088N7NHT3



Q&A

Live session during the week of AU 2020

Use the Comment link in the class page

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mattworland/

cadhelp@mattworland.com

@mattworland

Please Recommend and Share!



Autodesk and the Autodesk logo are registered trademarks or trademarks of Autodesk, Inc., and/or its subsidiaries and/or affiliates in the USA and/or other countries. All other brand names, product names, or trademarks 
belong to their respective holders. Autodesk reserves the right to alter product and services offerings, and specifications and pricing at any time without notice, and is not responsible for typographical or graphical errors that 
may appear in this document.
© 2020 Autodesk. All rights reserved.

http://www.autodesk.com/creativecommons

	AutoLISP Has a New Home: �Get to Know Visual Studio Code�SD466922
	Matt Worland
	Learning Objectives
	Why use VS Code
	Benefits of VS Code
	Install and use VS Code
	Install Wizard
	Slide Number 8
	Install Manually
	Slide Number 11
	IntelliSense & Code Snippets
	IntelliSense
	Code Snippets
	Structure of a Code Snippet
	Slide Number 19
	Writing Code
	Slide Number 22
	Debugging
	Debugging Types
	Slide Number 26
	Summary
	Summary
	Additional Information
	Q&A
	Slide Number 32

