AutoCAD Electrical Tools You Should Use

Todd Schmoock

When working in AutoCAD Electrical there are several tools you should be using on a
regular basis if you want projects to remain accurate. Many times people use AutoCAD
Electrical and get frustrated when their projects do not run reports correctly, or do not
seem to remember the links to components. Most of the time it is due to not knowing
important tools that should be used that update, and correct, potential errors.

The DWG Audit tool:
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. Detects problems related to wire numbers and wire connections,
and displays a report of them and any repairs rmade.
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If you think your drawing has been corrupted by someone using standard AutoCAD tools
on your AutoCAD Electrical drawing you will want to use the DWG Audit tool to clean it
up. This happens when the AutoCAD Erase tool, or the keyboard delete key, was used
on electrical components when the AutoCAD Electrical Delete Component tool should
have been used. If you think you are having issues with wire numbers you should run
the Project-Wide Utilities tool to remove the wire numbers from the drawing prior to
running the DWG Audit tools, and then rerun the Wire Numbers tools to put them back
on after everything has been cleaned up.

Utilities Tool:
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Provides the means for operations on wire numbers, component |

tags, and attribute text. You can define scripts and apply them

project-wide.
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In the Project-Wide Dialog box select the “Remove all wire numbers” option:

[ Project-Wide Utilities 4 After removing the wire numbers run the DWG
Wire Numbers Audit tool. Then run the Wire Numbers tool to
put the wire numbers back on the drawing.
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Now that your drawing has been cleaned up you will have the confidence to run the
Project-Wide Update or Retag tool.

Project-Wide Update or Retag tool:
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After the dialog box opens select the three options in the upper left hand corner.
Component Retag, Component Cross-Reference Update, and Wire Number and Signal
Tag/Retag options.
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Project-Wide Update or Retag
Select options to run on selected drawings from active project.

Component Retag {
Component Cross-Reference Update
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You can run these updates on any, or all, of the drawings in the project. Additionally,
you can run these tools individually, but it will save time running them together. If you
need to run any of them individually they are located at the following locations:

Component Retag:
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Retags single, windowed, drawing wide, or project-wide
components with contact updates.

Insert Components =

N R =T TR m e -~ AD Electr OR RESA
Home  Manage Project Panel Reports Import/ExportData  Conversion Tools  Plug-Ins  Online  Express @

0 | $BBQuEnE D E 2 2K
3 El wlrEs |5 | Ro D
Icon Menu Circuit Builder AR == Edit é % 9 Wire  hAnltinle Wire

) T - = '}‘ M Component Cross-Reference

Snurre

 Edit Components =

Adds or updates cross-reference text on related parent and child
components.

Insert Components =
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Inserts wire numbers as specified in drawing properties.
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Knowing the right tools to use to keep your drawings electrically smart will give you the
confidence to run the update tools. The most common reason people cannot run the
Project-Wide Update or Retag tool is because the drawings have been corrupted using
the AutoCAD Erase tool, or the keyboard delete key, on electrical components when the
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AutoCAD Electrical Delete Component tool should have been used. Now that you know
how to clean a drawing up you should have the confidence to run the Project-Wide
Update or Retag tool.



