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Brief introduction to VDS



© 2016 Autodesk© 2016 Autodesk

§ It’s a free Autodesk Vault Extension
§ Works with Vault Workgroup and Professional
§ Available since Vault 2014

§ It helps enter and maintain data in a standard way

VDS is a product
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VDS with Vault (new/edit folders)
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VDS with Vault (new/edit files)



© 2016 Autodesk© 2016 Autodesk

VDS with Vault (new/edit custom objects)
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VDS with Vault (tabs)
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VDS with CAD (AutoCAD/Inventor)
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VDS makes Vault customizations
§ Simpler
§ Accessible
§ Compatible

VDS is a customization framework
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Vault new menu items



© 2016 Autodesk© 2016 Autodesk

Vault custom dialogs
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Vault custom tabs
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§ Simplify and standardize data entry

§ Reflect and respect the Vault configurations

§ Configure rather customize

§ Make it simple to customize

Purpose of VDS
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What's new in VDS 2017
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Inventor Save Copy As
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No numbering for drawings
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Category = Numbering

Works for File, Folder, 
Custom Objects
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Custom objects ease

If the Custom Object 
name equals the Category 
name and  Numbering 
name, then all it’s preset
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Application & Document object in PowerShell

Access to the Inventor and 
AutoCAD application and 
active document object 
from within PowerShell



© 2016 Autodesk© 2016 Autodesk

XAML & PowerShell errors visible

XAML & PS errors
File, line, error
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What’s changed in VDS 2017
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MNU is now XML
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List of template folders is external XML
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§ CAD
§ _Category => VDS_Category
§ _NumSchm => VDS_NumSchm

§ All
§ _CreateMode, _EditMode

New system properties
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§ MNU changed to XML
§ Templates path is external
§ Dialogs have been simplified
§ Category-Numbering logic

You can take your 2016 and overwrite into 2017
Or, take the 2017 as baseline and apply your changes

Update – things to consider
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Q&A
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§ Autodesk Knowledge Network
§ Vault Customization Forum
§ coolOrange blog

§ coolOrange paid support: support@coolorange.com

Sources
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§ Your class feedback is critical. Fill out a class survey now.

§ Use the AU mobile app or fill out a class survey online. 

§ Give feedback after each session. 

§ AU speakers will get feedback 
in real-time.

§ Your feedback results in better
classes and a better AU experience.

How did I do?
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THANK YOU!!!
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